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Use Foundation Directory Online (FDO) database to identify grantmaking information and funding history for 140,000+U.S. and international foundations, corporations, and 

federal agencies . 

Recommend that you also use GuideStar, a useful companion database, for ensuring the most robust results. 

Creating Your Customized Search 

Click Advanced Search & Filters to open a template broken down into categories or facets for customizing your search. 

 

Then click Additional Filters to further expand the filtering options. 

 

https://libraries.emory.edu/business/research-learning/databases/foundation-directory
https://libraries.emory.edu/business/research-learning/databases/guidestar


Tips for Filtering Your Search 

• There may not be one perfect set of criteria for your query; the best possible set of prospects are usually found by running multiple searches, using different 

words/phrases 

• Explore each of the filter boxes (also called facets) to understand what they are best used for. To learn more about them, see Facet Descriptions below. 

• The facets should anticipate the types of information you are trying to gather.  For example: 

o Who are you serving – Use the Population Served facet.  Examples might be poor, veterans, homeless. 

o What you are doing for the population – Use Subject Area and /or Keyword facets.  Examples might be job training, counseling, wheelchairs 

o Why the service is needed – Use Subject Area and/or Keyword facets.  Examples might be employment, workforce development  

o Where is the population located – Use the Geographic Focus facet. Examples might be Africa, France, U.S., New York 

o What type of support do you need – Use the Support Strategy facet. Examples might be capital, infrastructure, network building, equipment, evaluation. 

Facet Descriptions 

Click on the links below to learn more about each facet; scroll down and look at tabs for A-Z Lists, Browse the Hierarchy, and Search 

• Subjects Describes WHAT is being supported. Example: Elementary Education or Clean Water Supply. 
• Populations Describes WHO is being supported. Example: Girls or People with Disabilities. 
• Organization Type Describes WHAT type of organization is providing or receiving support. 
• Transaction Type Describes HOW support is being provided. 
• Support Strategies Describes HOW activities are being implemented. 
• Geographic Area Served Details WHERE the impact of funding is taking place. Example: a recipient is located in Washington, DC but provides rural programs in 

Kenya. 
 

Following are a few examples of the facets and options to refine them: 

 

https://taxonomy.candid.org/subjects
https://taxonomy.candid.org/populations
https://taxonomy.candid.org/organization-type
https://taxonomy.candid.org/transaction-type
https://taxonomy.candid.org/support-strategies
https://www.geonames.org/


Following is an example of a completed custom search using multiple facets 

 

Working with Search Results 

After you run the search, a quick data snapshot displays with the number of Grantmakers, Grants, Recipients, and accessible 990 Tax forms.  

Immediately below this snapshot is a preview of the returned organizations, with an option to View All, and download or print a list (PDF/CSV output)

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Once you have pulled up a list, you can then click on the name of the organization and drill down to learn more about it and output a complete report. 

 

On the upper far right, select Tools>PDF to print/download the full report 

On the upper far left, Menu shows you all the “sections” of the report; click on a section for easy navigation, or just scroll down through the entire report.  

Note: Not all sections may be available for each organization. 

 

 



What is a Form 990? 

Exempt organizations must file a tax return called a Form 990 with the IRS each year to comply with federal regulations. There are several versions of Form 990: public 

charities file a Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N; private foundations file Form 990-PF (PF stands for Private Foundation). Forms 990 and 990-PF can be vital tools for 

grantseekers, nonprofits, and donors when researching a foundation or nonprofit. These are accessible via the Financials section of the organization’s report. 

Learn more about these filings and how they can support your reseach. 

https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/what-is-a-990-990-pf/ 

https://www.foundationsearch.com/Assistance/help-form990.aspx 

 

https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/what-is-a-990-990-pf/
https://www.foundationsearch.com/Assistance/help-form990.aspx

