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Use the GuideStar database to identify grantmaking information and funding history for 1.8 million U.S. IRS-recognized tax-

exempt organizations; gather insights on financials, people/leadership, mission, and more.  

Recommend that you also use Foundation Directory Online, a useful companion database, for ensuring the most robust 

results. 

Creating Your Customized Search 

Tips for Filtering Your Search 

• There may not be one perfect set of criteria for your query; the best possible set of prospects are usually found 

by running multiple searches, using different words/phrases 

• Explore each of the filter boxes (also called facets) to understand what they are best used for.  

• The facets should anticipate the types of information you are trying to gather.  For example: 

o Who are you serving – Use the Population Served facet. Examples might be poor, veterans, homeless. 

o What you are doing for the population – Use Subject Area and /or Keyword facets.  Examples might be job 

training, counseling, wheelchairs 

o Why the service is needed – Use Subject Area and/or Keyword facets.  Examples might be employment, 

workforce development  

o Where is the population located – Use the search box to identify non-U.S. locations. Examples might be 

Africa, France, Uganda. 

o What type of support do you need – Use the search box to identify specific support needs, such as 

equipment. Examples might be wheelchairs, walkers, eyeglasses. 

Geography Filter 

This filter is limited to the locations of organizations that are in the United States; it will not help you with filtering for states 

or countries to which support is provided. 

TIP: Use the search box at the top of the page to search for keywords that will identify recipients that are located in U.S. and 

non-US countries or cities. See more below about keyword searching. 

 

 

https://libraries.emory.edu/business/research-learning/databases/guidestar
https://libraries.emory.edu/business/research-learning/databases/foundation-directory


Organization Filter 

Subject Area and Populations Served are likely the most important filters for your search.

 

 

 

Financials Filter 

 

 

Click on the links below to learn more about each facet; scroll down and look at tabs for A-Z Lists, Browse the Hierarchy, 

and Search 

• Subjects Describes WHAT is being supported. Example: Elementary Education or Clean Water Supply. 
• Populations Describes WHO is being supported. Example: Girls or People with Disabilities. 



Following is an example of how to search GuideStar: 

Query: locate Grantmakers who provide support to people in Africa with physical disabilities, specifically providing 

wheelchairs 

1. Select the Organization tab; type disabilities in the Populations Served box, then continue to expand; select the 

People with Physical Disabilities option 

 

2. In the search box, enter these keywords: Africa wheelchair.   

3. Clicking Search combines searching for support for populations of people with physical disabilities AND Africa AND 

wheelchairs.   

4. 98 organizations are returned.  Note they are sorted by relevance, but you can change the sort to: Org Name, 

Revenues, Gross Receipts, Assets 

 



Click on one of the organizations displayed for more in-depth information. 

 

In the Mission section, look at the Subject Area and Populations Served for possible other search strategies. 

Tax Forms – click here to access and download historical and current IRS Form 990s 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

GuideStar does an especially good job of summarizing the organization’s financial position; the financial data comes 

primarily from the Form 990. 

 



 

 

 



 

 


