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Searching Datasets in WRDS 

Getting started 
WRDS includes a variety of economic, financial and healthcare and government data from vendors such 

as American Hospital Association, ComScore, BoardEx, and IRI (legacy data).   

WRDS provides detailed guides and data documentation. Two good places to start:  

 WRDS Classroom: help videos and PPTs  

 WRDS Support: data documentation  

If you know the dataset you want, once you’re logged in, choose Get Data >Vendors > All Your 

Subscriptions from the top nav bar. 

 

Heads up: To browse datasets by category, go to Get Data > Concepts > All Concepts. Be aware, results 

include all WRDS vendors, so this will include datasets Emory doesn’t subscribe to.  If you see a data set 

you are interested in, check and see if there are alternative ways to access the content (e.g. you’ll see 

ESG data from Sustainalytics; and although we can’t access the data via WRDS, vendors such as FactSet 

include some of this content.   

Search options in WRDS 
 Quick Search: Wards Queries – log in via any web browser and complete the form; export 

results to .csv, .xls, etc.  Typical search process: 
1. Choose your date range 
2. Select your company codes or tickers 
3. Select your query variables 
4. Select your query output type 

 Advanced Search: WRDS Cloud – access data via SAS, Python, R, Stata, etc.  

https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/pages/classroom/
https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/pages/support/getting-started/3-ways-use-wrds/
https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/pages/support/getting-started/wrds-web-queries/
https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/pages/support/the-wrds-cloud/
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American Hospital Association Data 
American Hospital Association data in WRDS is searchable in three different databases.  The search 

strategy below uses the AHA Annual Survey. See WRDS Manuals and Overviews for more information 

on the different databases.   

 

Choose a date range; then select your hospitals.  If you are searching a specific hospital, search by name 

(e.g. contains Emory) using “code lookup.”  Alternatively, you can select the entire data set.   
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Select the criteria you wish to search. Note there are three tabs with thousands of data points. If you are 

not sure what you want, browse the AHA’s Hospital Statistics in print at BUS REF RA981 .A2 A6234 and 

explore the types of data points available.  

 

Select your export format preferences. 
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Your data will appear in the link on the results page after it processes. This can take several minutes 

depending on your data request.   

 

If you selected .xls, your data will appear in a table.  
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ComScore Web Behavior Database 
ComScore provides a sample of US internet users’ internet browsing behavior, purchases, and 

demographics via an opt-in consumer panel. This data includes approximately 150 of the largest 

ecommerce retailers in the United States.   

Choose a date range; then add the company URLs.  

 

Select the criteria you wish to search. For details on the criteria available, select the Manuals and 

Overviews tab to browse the ComScore Web Behavior Database and ComScore Product Categories 
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Select your export format preferences. 

 

Your data will appear in the link on the results page after it processes. This can take several minutes 

depending on your data request.   

 

If you selected .xls, your data will appear in a table.  
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BoardEx 
Includes data on the boards of 20,000+ publicly listed and notable private companies in all regions of the 

world. Search this data set using the step by step search process in the form below.  For details on the 

criteria available, select the Manuals and Overviews tab to view the BoardEx WRDS Data Dictionary 

and the WRDS Overview of BoardEx Data. 
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IRI Marketing Fact Book - Legacy (1983-1997) 
Information Resources, Inc. (IRI) provides point-of-sale information from more than 11,300 grocery 

stores, as well as some 7,500 drug stores. The legacy data in WRDS covers data from 1983-1997. Search 

this data set using the step by step search process in the form below.   

 

 

 


